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ROR VIKRAMADITYA ) 
ther than Shri Rama and Shri Krishna, the only one whom sovereign 
an jistory remembers as a founder and propagator of policy of justice and 
ic welfare all over India is Emperor Vikramaditya. 

The popular Indian calendar is named after Emperor Vikram. The current 
year being Vikram Samvat 2058 confirms the antiquity of Vikramaditya. 
Historians believe that the Vikram calendar started sometime around 56-57 BC. 
This was the most glorious and peaceful period of Emperor Vikramaditya’s reign. 
He honoured scholars and was a scholar himself. He revered and respected all 
religions and their leaders. 
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Acharya Siddhasen Divakar was a contemporary of Emperor Vikramaditya. 
He finds a place in Jain history as an epoch maker scholar and author. He wrote 
many important books that rank highest in the fields of logic and philosophy. 
Acharya Siddhasen was a supporter of the radical and revolutionary thinking in 
Jainism. With his intellect and knowledge he amply promoted the Jain order. 
Influenced by his scholarship and strength of austerities, Emperor Vikramaditya 
became an ardent supporter of Jainism. 


We are indebted to Vidvadratna Pravachan Prabhavak Acharya Shri 
Jinottam Surishvarji M. Sa, the successor of Pratishtha Shiromani Vidvad 
Varenya Acharya Shri Sushil Surishvarji M. Sa, who has kindly written this pic- 
ture-story for us. 
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King Gandharvasen of Avanti had two sons—Bhartrihari and 

EMPEROR Vikramaditya. After the death of their father, Bhartrihari became the king 
VIKRAMADITYA and Vikramaditya the crown prince. Bhartrihari was a learned and just 
king. He loved his younger brother very much and appreciated his intellect, justness and other virtues. 
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One day Queen Anangasena, 
Bhartrihari’s wife, insulted prince 
Vikramaditya. Hurt by this Vikram left 


Annoyed by a minor 
incident, my beloved 
younger brother has left X% 
the kingdom. Find him, ®£ 
7 . . . Br — 
À pacify him and bring Ysa 


Y 
fl ) £ 


! | will leave : 
Jj ( this kingdom and Yep 
} GO faraway. A 


rin spite of all their efforts the sotdiers 
| could not find Vikramaditya. 
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One day ə a gloomy Bhartrihari was sitting in 


guard came and informed— 


Respected 


O provider of the Brahmin! 
SreTA Bring the people ! | want to gift Fram where 
poor Brahmin Brahmin this divine fruit to you. He | \did you get this] Æ 
-wants to see who eats this fruit will 


always remain young 
and healthy. 


worshipped a : 
goddess. She was you eat it 


yourself ? 


Sire ! | suffer the misery of The king accepted the fruit and gave the Brahmin 
poverty. Why extend this miserable} | | enough wealth to remove his poverty. 
life ? Everyone will be benefitted if r A Respected Brahmin ! 
a benevolent king like you lives Please accept these 
long. Please accept this fruit of Y 
immortality and oblige. 
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EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 


in the evening, on way to the palace Bhartrihari thought- 


On arriving in the palace Bhartrihari told the queen— 


Darling ! | want to 
see the flower of your 
youth always in bloom. 
May you remain 
untouched by old 
age and death. 


My lord ! Why wish 
the impossible ? 
Whose youth and 
life is eternal ? 


l of immortality myself. 
It would be good if 


The king took out the fruit concealed in his scarf and gave it to gh Darling ! This is the. 
the queen-—-< a L i fruit of immortality. If you 


T eat it you will never loose 
your beauty and youth. 
Here, eat it. (| 


mi 


The queen said happily 
Nae KS 


Great, my lord ! 
How deep is your Pier: 
love for me. I will wo HOF Sy 4 How pleased my be- 
eat it in the 7. 2 Ae Jos loved city-commandant 


morning after my 


will be when I give this 
bath, etc. 


fruit to him ? 
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The city-commandant took the fruit home. 
t 


What if | remain 
young and my 
beloved turns old...? 
Why not let my 
beloved eat this 


In the afternoon the city-commandant came. The queen 
gave him the divine fruit and said—= x 


one Darling ! Here, W 
i eat this fruit of {Sy 5 

(pata immortality and ray 
you will always yr 


Next morning when she was about 
eat the fruit, the woman thought— 


ay BH This'hateful profession 
a, fy is my fate. Why live 
longer and continue 
Y this profession ? If a 
‘= benevolent person like 
et King Bhartrihari eats it, 
millions of people will 
be benefitted. | will 
gift it to the king. 


E 


During the night the city-commandant went to 
his girl-friend and said— 


Darling ! See, 

I have brought the 
fruit of immortality for 
you. If you eat it you 
will always be young 

and beautiful. 


she said— m oaa] SEV IN 
By GARY S \ did she get 
oH if Sj K masses ! Your long life this fruit ? 
pee will benefit millions of : 
Wr st i| people. Therefore, | 
ees} \ want to gift this fruit of | 


iN immortality to you. ae ie 
ay rr || 
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The king looked wide-eyed at the fruit. The woman was alarmed. 
V | 1. : No, nothing that 
ey SE matters. Tell me ho 


you got this fruit ? f 
Did some deity 
give it to you ? 


Lord of the land! | |The king understood everything. The whole scene 
Please pardon me !| |@PPeated in his vision. 7 ——_ 7 
The city-comman- VG 
dant loves me very 
much. He gave 
me this fruit. 


Skee 


The king sent the woman back after amply | | The king looked at the palace and thought— 
rewarding her. He went to the palace garden and J EEIT Ne oe 


sat down thinking under a tree— yey 4 The queen dearer to 
FE as me than my life loves 


- Ee ae ey | errr fi e 
f -x0 S j fl b another person. The 
į How strange is this | g PA ai | i eee person she has fallen 
world. No one truly ) (iy 

| was blinded by love 


) loves anyone. All. MT 
} that is there is A- A and affection for so. 
deception and ian A long, today the queen 
illusion.  , R å “4 has opened my eyes. 

LA ad aM sat V , Se See ee 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 
t oth alace and | | The king showed the fruit to the queen and she 
pine fruit peerunnats oo started trembling. She was wet with sweat and 


Saren he quid >. ei dizz 
, 4 Mylord!| This fruit increases 
Queen | What ad sf itthe kare ! the life of the body 

didyoudo {f AN next MDS A alone. | have found the 
with the fruit! £ \ hee ; afraid. | will path of immortality 
gave you ? A ae heterout at of the soul. Now | 

1) Rep EE: PES ai renounce everything 

fH and go to the jungle. 


ATS 3 
TANAN. 


A a e ing threw the fruit out of the window into the 
garden 
He came down | | By giv: g the fruit of immortality King 


Bhartrihari got the real fruit of immortal- 
‘ity. Now he became Yogi Bhartrihari and 


King Bhartrihari took off his royal dress. 
the stairs of the palace. The queen watched like a statue. 


The ministers and other | peop le tried to stop their king— 
SANS In this world ‘started his meditation and austerities in 


Sire ! Please oe eee = A 
=f N= No one and every 


don’t abandon 3 
us. Kindly don't || i} 4 | one is without a 
leave us help- Km mii master: Each 
less and without A Pips ones Hace 
a master. 77 : Olan | exists within um- 
self. | am going 
away just to find 
him. Please = 
„ good care of 
the kingdom. 
\ ae 


The Knowledge yep experience 5 You 
Bhartrihari gained continues to guide the 
world through his renowned works 
Vairagya Shatak and Niti Shatak. 


On the other hand, after leaving Avanti, 


prince Vikome wy? 


| have to travel 
around and conceal 
my identity to avoid 
recognition. | should 
move about in the 
disguise of an S/ 
Avadhoot Yogi. fy. 
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Moving around he arrived at a community platform in a village. 
Numerous villagers were sitting there talkirig. Amongst them 
was also sitting a pundit. Vikram listened. 


opinion the true 


heir of Avanti is [g : 
| long as he is 


m present, how ) 


Vikram. He has al 
| can Vikram 


In state-craft 
seniority does not 
depend on age but 
on brilliance. 
Vikram’s brilliance }/ 
is unparalleled. 


TaT 
ef 


This person with 
an appearance 
of a villager 
seems to be 


ges lakh Niranjan! 


a“ 


ee 


Ad F Hey ! This appears ¥ 
_to be some great 


c= 


J Ye 


’. 
j] 


# The chant of Avadhoot mendicants which means ‘invisible unblemished’ or God. 
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7 ung You appear to 


ZAKA be a pundit. What is 


) 1 Yogiji! This is a | Alep face reveals 
great pundit. He fy Ea jh all this. 
knows astrology, ` > 

EA ethics, religion 
i and what not. 


Y 


\ 
hae. 
no sa MM Nothing. | observe 


“gpl ets an invaluable gem 
observe thus ? covered with ash. 


=| such handsome, brilliant N What do you 


and strong yogi. He 1 
appears to be some | # 
great man disguised 4 

as an Avadhoot. 
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Avadhoot’s eyes sparkled with amusement. 
Matribhatt also laughed. The two silently 


When the Avadhoot resumed his journey, Matribhatt 
also went along. After exchange of views they both 
became fast friends. When the Avadhoot revealed 
his true identity, Matribhatt embraced him— 


Friend ! Your 

4 auspicious signs 
inform that one 
day you will grace 
the throne 
of Avanti. 


~~, Friend ! Look here, N| 
this is Rohan hill. : 
There is a fissure here. wise dad 
If some one utters : ZI 
‘Oh! God!’ three times| | this stone Friend ! To seek 
and throws a stone up and charity is a beggars 
in it, the king of hills throw in. job. | cannot do such 
throws back a gem. a shameful act. 


Weare in 


; - With these words Vikram lifted a large stone and threw 
= /Nikram ! We it hard at the hill. But nothing came out of it. Just then 
i brave and hard Matribhatt uttered a fake cry— 
working individuals. yy coe 


\ need money. | will get wealth 


by pounding 
GIs the hill. 


Vikram rushed to Matribhatt— fi f 
Y What is the iy ZY Friend! This villager 


matter Matribhatt ? f informs that your 
Why do you cry ? mother, Queen 
Shrimati, has 


; 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 
Beating his forehead Vikram uttered— Za MF) 
L iY 


Friend ! There is ZA y AÁ 


Matribhatt saw that Vikram was genuinely crying 
for his mother’s death. He placed his hand on 
Vikram’s shoulder and said— 


nothing in this 


world that | loved Bs ao a 
more than my oot i! 
mother. Now that $ ; ak 
she has gone, how /s Your mother is 
would | live...2 hale and hearty. 
í , f ) Look there. 


i rs a z 
Kas z s 
peer = 


A gem was lying before Vikram. 


Oh ! yes. This was fe 7 T 


your trick to make me \<= ka Friend ! Friend ! You are 
utter ‘Oh Gcd land get | ff if - | { These arms indeed, very brave 
the gem from the hill. ih AZ = vite f One day yo re’ 
; i power to bring | y you are sure 


the wealth of | to ascend to the 
heavens on > throne of Avanti. 
the earth. i 
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Friend ! When people Friend ! 
get wealth they forget Only time will 
their poor friends. Even tell that. Let’s 
Vasudev Shrikrishna move, we have 
forgot Sudama. to go far. 


A /If | become the king 
| will make you, a 
clever and intelligent 
` person, a 
minister. 


Ea eee 


sumed their journey. 


One night while they were resting under a tree they heard the howl of a she-jackal. Alarmed Matribhatt} 


ATE OEE z Y REO sh 
= =p f K 


stood up and listened carefully. 
TINE 
1 ie a —- ra 


(y 


es 
Don’t you hear Hey! So you tz = Yes. The she-jackal tells that 
the faraway howl of a| | understand @ in the nearby river Tapti a corpse 
she-jackal ? Unlimited] | the language of a woman is drifting towards us. 
wealth is drifting in of animals [Z it has very costly ornaments on 
our direction. d ; the body. Some lucky man may 
take the corpse out from the 
river and get all the wealth. 


i EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 
He added S m \ The jackal howled again— . 


No! To snatch 


Friend! Come ornaments froma oo Wait ! The 


, f mag) she-jackal is 
lets get that corpse is the work | again telling 


wealth. It will of a Chandal.* | am omethino 

be very useful a Kshatriya [martial 
to us. clan], | cannot do 
this work. 


a Friend ! | can’t say 

The brave person. what turn the wheei of 
Ie 1 standing here will future will take. But 
What she become the king the prediction of a 
says now ? of Avanti within she-jackal cannot 


be false. 


Friend ! 
You are very 
superstitious. | 
believe in my 
endeavour 


This is impossible. 
My respected elder 
brother Bhartrihari 
| holds the reign of 
the kingdom. How 
_ Can | be the king 
| while he is there? | 


i Ilg 
F \ no ee 


Low caste people; keeper of a cremation ground. 
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eaten 
Ji a: 
W o 


Why do you 
say that ? King SEE Why such 
Bhartrihari rules ; inauspicious 
e statement 
No ! There is no Wf l that King 
king in Avanti at | Bhartrihari....7 
present. Avanti is ii: 
without a ruler. 


of Avanti will 
always remain 
noccupie 


renounced the world and younger knows where he 
retired into the jungle brother has gone. 
for meditation. 


eee Be «4 Prince Vikramaditya V ire ; 
/ King Bhartrihari has And his has also left. Nobody | ow the throne 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 


cated Agni Vetaal [ghost]has | 


occupied the empty throne. W 
During the night the ghost J 


A kills every new person 
ascending to the throne. " 


On hearing the news from Avanti the Avadhoot 


looked at Matribhatt. Shadows of anxiety Matribhatt ! Your 


=e! prediction appears to be 
| coming true. The news of 
the wretched state of 
Avanti deeply hurts me. , 


i 


EK SSS AA 
Friend ! It is your VW j wallace NY A 
fate calling. Now you Alon i You mo Y 
should go to Avanti./ \ 4 


become th 


M 


Matribhatt the 
Avadhoot bid 
farewell and left 
for Avanti. 
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One day a messenger informed na chief 
ministe E 


t Yogi camped outside Avanti on the banks 
a. Whoever came there and saw the oau 


A river. He is very brilliant. 
N voice speaks wisdom/ 
ae is very great. A 


Wrespected saint, 
your speech 
A enlightened me. 


Is it so ? Then 
| also must go 
to pay my 
respect. 


The minister went alone to see the Yogi. Vikram | | The Avadhoc said again— 
recognized him. Without asking he spoke— fn 


F Minister ! You appear to 
What ! The yogi be haunted by some serious 


Come 


ahister knows my name ?4 | problems of the state ? Some Your wis- 
¥ Then, with his ha ied | 
Buddhisagar ! Sdkiolers ha ghost has occupiec A domis great. 
y R aloo be À the throne of Avanti. AN Moai Sete 


isn’t it true ? 


aware of my 
worries ? 


Be everyt ng 
| tee 


W 
\ 
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RE FERS CN ADRES 
Still, tell Wag 
me what 


You are wise and 
know everything. King 
Bhartrihari has renounced 
the kingdom. Prince 
Vikramaditya has 


We crowned Shripati, a À 
Kshatriya-born from this very 


| We have carefully 


searched every Resi. egi family. The ceremonies went 
part of the land but Kehat throughout the day. In the night he 
couldn’t find De shatriya-/f |went into the palace to sleep. Inthe / 


born ? Ss morning on opening the doors of 


his room he was found dead. 


e. 


A ghost named V Didn't you try 
Agni Vetaal has to crown some 
occupied the vacant other person ? 
throne. He visits the 
palace during the night. 
He creates disturbance 
and does not allow 
anyone to sit on 


the throne. 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 
z7 FISU NNa Gea oW 

O great yogi ! O king of yogis ! 
Everyone is Whole Malav state 
scared of death. is terrified. Please 


No one is ready to provide some 
wear this crown solution. AM 


of thorns. c | 


We did that. But he \ 7. 
also had the same fate. ha wi, 
Whoever sits on the | be Me 
throne of Avanti enjoys VI A 
the celebrations all 4 
day, but at night the 
evil Vetaal kills the 
king. No one can 
conquer him. 


ar 


Put some 
brave and 

‘+ courageous 
Kshatriya on 


Alright, come to 
me tomorrow. 


H 


ate aa 


\ 

| NEF 

Next day the chief minister came to the yogi |. | The minister was happy to eee words. 

who was sitting in meditation. After some time | | He bowed his head at the feet of th 
he opened his eyes. i ek pees. Beane eins 
À Minister ! Generally an \" | pre i Siecle, 
Y Avadhoot has no interestina | \ e p sath 
A _ kingdom. However, out of my | Si ; harag T Ries a: 
Ñ feelings of welfare and protection |\ lg wil go and Dring 

fi R 


pay 


of the people, | can control that the council of 
evil ghost if the council of 
ministers of Avanti 
requests me. _ 
AÑ 


a 


CIRE 


ec 
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Next day minister Buddhisagar came to the 
yogi along with the council of ministers. All the 
ministers requested the yogi to save Avanti. 
The yogi said— (SY 
FT have two conditions > 
1. | will occupy the throne 
dressed as a yogi. 2. The 
day Vikramaditya is found 
| will hand over the 
kingdom to him and go. / 


During the day Avadhoot Yogi attended the court, 
listened to the problems of the people, discussed 
with ministers and administered justice. In the 
evening he returned to his hut to sleep. One day 
the ministers jointly requested— 
4 Yogiraj ! It doesn’t 
look nice that the ruler 

of Avanti sleeps alone 

j in a hut. Please live in 
the palace: 


l 


IETS 


gab 
= oe yal 


Alright, as 
you wish. 


Next day the coronation ceremony was orga- 
nized. Avadhoot Yogi was seated on the throne. : 
. People started talking— 


” See the irony. 

— of fate. One king 

has abandoned 
the state and 
become a yogi. 

And another yogi 

is becoming , 


p Oe Ss a JÒ J D j 2 
Ze 
OR We OM 


| will stay in the 
palace. For a yogi 
palace and hut 
are same. 


Arrange to decoraté 
the main road from my 


À ee eet i ALN 
The instructions were followed at once. Perfumed water 
was sprinkled all over the road. Flowers were spread. 


Incense sticks were burnt. Trays filled with sweets, 
fruits and dry fruits were placed all along the road. 
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The palace was decorated like the Diwali night. At night the Avadhoot Yogi went se aac in the noaa 


Pots 
ASS KO 
hob 


Ki Sees ie Š 
; Fk, | 
\ SF s YA > x = 
7 x | | | ba $ 
E teeth ts as > RECN PREY a2) . 
= 8 = VAS IES tS OA ie 
= s = = 

: a 

R AN AIN 


ric UR crs ae 3 S M 


At midnight there was a loud whoop and every- 
one was terrified. Then a cloud of smoke covered the pace and crashed straight into the king's 
KZ A Ha ! Ha ! After 
many days | will be 
able to quench my 
hirst with huma 


iA 
Ñ V 
pS 
SS _ 
ð 
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The Avadhoot king was waiting for the ghost. He 
got up and said= 


At this the Avadhoot also drew his sword. 


If that is what you 

want beware. Get 

ready to bear the 
thrust of my sword. 


=< No ! | will be 
O king of ghosts ! satisfied only 
So much offerings of by accepting 
food ware placed outside | you as an 
the palace to satisfy your 
hunger. Have you not 
had your fill ? 


Vetaal and Avadhoot had a long and fierce duel Vetaal got flustered with Avadhoot's thrusts. Soon he said- 
with swords. Slowly Vetaal got tired— Stop, friend ! You are 
indeed very brave. . 


c | was, in fact, 
testing you. 


| have faced such ) 
,@@ brave and courageou 
person for the first 
time. There is a 
chance that he 
may kill me. 


Alright, if you want 
friendship | extend 


T MO 


CE 
bg 
aes 


D 


Q 
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Vetaal informed him— 


nowered 


Now I, Agni Vetaal ghost, 
am the protector of Avanti — 
state. Work for the welfare of 
the people without any worries. 
Just continue your daily 
offerings of food. 


N 


Avadhoot CS 
Yogi has ; 
miraculous 


Now every evening perfumes, flowers, dry-fruits and 

sweets were placed on the road from the city gate to 

the palace to welcome the ghost. 

Be quick. It will be night / 

soon and Vetaal is about 
to come. 


Yes, brother ! 
We must place 
everything in order. 
Otherwise he will 
get angry. 


In the morning the Avadhoot got up and came 
out. People were surprised to see him alive. They 


| that is why 

a ghost like 

{i Vetaal failed 
to harm 


Victory be to the Avadhoot 
king ! 
; \ 


Frand! 


Please tell me 
my life-span. 


RRK 
ID 


= 


ilap 
£9, 


rl 


Cec 


Vetaal came everyday and 
g ale 
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= Friend ! Two zeros 
sd l with one doesn’t 
FING look nice. Either 
Ve make it 99 or 101. 


r, 


Vetaal laughed loud— 


A 


| did not kill anyone. 
how did you 
impossible. What to say 


Is itso ? Then 
Ha ! Ha! O king! That is 


The fact is that at 
my loud whoop they 
died of fear on 

their own. 


kill so many 
of me when even Indra” 
does not have the power 
to alter the life-span 
even by one second. 


The Avadhoot and $8 = It does not matter. 
Vetaal came to the san We two friends combined 
garden chatting. 


become like fifty two 
braves. Let’s 
leave it at that. 


ay i \ HUS 
During the third quarter of the nig le 
Avadhoot returned to his bed. 

23 


A 
ft and the 
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O rascal ! You 
have deceived 
me after a promise 
of friendship. 


i friend ? 
Tricked a frien 


flowers to welcome me ? Idiot ! When you 
can neither add nor 
subtract even one 
second from my 
life, where from 
would you get the 


ate, power even to 
7 scratch me ? 


x - , Here, take it! _ 
tt NN ee se 


Today you have Then get ready for a 
neither placed plates full duel. | will at once send 
of dry-fruits and sweets 5 = : 

4 40 {5 ou to the other world. | 
nor spread perfumes and “sy” g 


The hard earned wealth 
of the public is not to be 
wasted thus. 


SEE 


te 


RKÍ 


N 
\ 


CLAY Wa 
ECU roana EE i 


At these words from Vikram, Vetaal Ree 


understood Vikram’s cunning, He 
So ! That is 
about your life-span 


yesterday. Friend ! 
You are, indeed, 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 


Vetaal added— Sa 


Friend ! Before your courage 
and smartness | accept my 
defeat. | would be pleased 
to have you as a friend. 
From this day we are 
friends as equals. 


Vikramaditya, disguised as Avadhoot, devoted 
all his time to public welfare. The fame of his 
astonishing justness, morality, scholarship and 
courage spread far and wide. 

x | SES 


i Happiness has 


the people as 
reached every /| : 3 
EE household. . his children. 


Friend ! If you are 
pleased with me you 
should promise that 
this friendship will 
never break. Whenever 
| invoke you, you will 
at once come and 
do what I request. 


7, 


As you wish: 
Now | will take your 
leave. Whenever 
you call me, | 

will come. 


iy 


fog 
AIT 


r) 


Re 


One day the chief minister requested to the Avadhoot 
king— 
O Yogiraj ! What you are 
doing for the people of 
Avanti is unmatched. 
Now we have one 
more wish. 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 
Please discard this 
Avadhoot garb and accept 
a dress suitable for 
at least for the grace 
of the throne. 


AŞ 


LAN 


AS 
Igi 


A e X | | 
mt Ke 


At 


mA. E 
aves; 


Bi a 
Zi, 


ie 


fin 


EE) 
Sa W, A 


AN Na op 


(©) 


” Avanti is 
celebrating the 
coronation of 
Is itso ? an Avadhoot 


‘eH Then! must 
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Matribhatt came to Avanti to greet the king. When 
he saw his friend coming, the Avadhoot king got 
up and embraced him. 

D 


IN 


_Courtiers and 
citizens ! Your king is 
famous as Avadhoot 

king. Do you know 
who he is ? 


Vikramaditya, 
the son of king 
Gandharvasen and 


Vikramaditya introduced Matribhatt—- 


\ of politics, religion, astrology 
\\\ and many other subjects. He 


\ ZY | 


4 
is is my friend and 
well-wisher. He is a scholar 


is a high!wiaccomplished 
wise man. 
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In the assembly people started jumping and dancing with joy— | Queen mother Shrimati also got the news— 
= SOT c oy Ni 


ESN 
AN 


l PIVANI EN NaN aN N N pN a aX. 


Hail King ; A 7 j Noa but your son Vikram 
Vikramaditya! S Gm ) ON IE 


to Vikram 
at once. 


: a : The mother kissed the forehead of the son and said- 
Vikramaditya fell at his mother’s feet. The| py 


mother embraced her son. Their eyes 
brimmed with tears of love. 


Vik Ly No, mother ! | am the * 
Mam ou same Vikram whom you ` 
| have changed earried in your arms and 
|a lot and made moved around. You fed 
| 


me suffer me with your own hands. 
No matter where | lived, 
you were never far 
from my memory. /_| 


a 


Wi 
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en seeking his mother’s blessing, Vikram 
said— 
f Mother ! | will \} 
look after this W 
kingdom consi- 
dering it to be the 
boon of your 
blessings. 


Under the rule of chief minister Matribhatt and 
majestic King Vikramaditya the people of Avanti 
prospered and flourished. One day Matribhatt 
came to Vikramaditya with some dignitaries— 


Hey ! What is 
the matter ? 
What complaint 
you all have 


Sire ! It is 
a complaint 
as well as 
request. 


After that Vikram recalled his promise and announced— |! 


Minister Buddhisagar is the 
chief minister of this kingdom. 
But as he has grown old | am 

appointing my young friend 

Matribhatt as the joint chief 

minister. He is my true 
companion, associate and 
advisor from my bad days. 


ramaditya ! 


So, from a biped 
the throne of the you want to turn me to 

queen remains a quadruped ! 
unoccupied. If this i “gare 
throne is also filled, y 

the joy of the 

people will have 
no bounds. 


Sire ! Till date 


A 
AO 
XN 


They broke into a laughter. 


fi a) 7 
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Yes, sire ! Minister 


Then Vikram asked Matribhatt 
Buddhisagar and | have 


Have you 


seen some girl. Kamalavati, daughter 


of king Vairi Singh of 
Lakshmipur, is a perfect 
match for you. See. 


match suitable 
for the throne 
of Avanti ? 


WN yR fo 
>be ÉS 
lfe j 


Ñ) 
\ i 


———— e. 


AA - ak 
Vikramaditya gave his consent. 


| BNS 


your 
N decision. 


SS 


pamen 


just returned seeing such al}. 


es ! From the picture 
the appears looks 
to be calm and 
serene and can 
be the queen 
of Avanti. 


with King Vikramaditya by marrying their daughters to him. 
Kamalavati became the chief queen consort. 


‘My lord ! 


a sudden you 


r Yes, sire What 


| Where is my 
| brother yogi 


is it ? Why all of 


are sad? | 


One day while enjoying an outing in a garden 
Vikramaditya thought of his elder brother king Bhartrihari. 
He got lost in his memories. 


a 
The king invoked Vetaal— 


is your = 
command ? 
eee 
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Memoriesof WẸ My lord ! Why 


my elder brother not ask your 
Bhartrihari haunt friend Vetaal ? 
me. Where and He k a 
how is he ? | O KNOWS 
am eager to everything. 


see him. 


He is deeply involved 
in his rigorous austerities 
in a cave on a faraway 
mountain. Please sit on 
my shoulder, | will 
__ take you there. 


TAS Alright, RRS 
= E \et’s go./ 


mf 


Vetaal flew towards th 
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Soon Vetaal brought Vikramaditya to a dark cave and placed pie before a i meditating yogi. Seeing 
Vikram all of a sudden Bhartrihari asked— 


iY Come Vikram WY 


ai i ing to fetch you. The throne [| 


suddenly ? /\ Of Avanti awaits your 
arrival. Please give 


Avanti a ruler. 


Even after Vikram’s repo” requests Bhartrihari 


question of accepting il firmly— 


again the pleasures 
that | have discarded 
_ like vomit. 


j Mundane pleasures 

appear worthless to 

one who has gained 
spiritual bliss. _/ 


A yogi is ever 
wandering like 
a river and ; 
wind. If and when 
there is an 
opportunity 
| will see. 


_ Please grace 
Ate ‘A tN the land of Avanti at 


Vikram paid homage to Bhartrihari and retu mod, 


While wandering, one day yogi Bhartrihari came to Avanti. The people of Avanti paid 
their homage and attended his sermon. Vikramaditya requested him to stay in Avanti |" 
permanently. Yogi Bhartrihari said—‘O king ! Like a river, the life of saints and yogis is ever 


devoted to the welfare of people’ The great yogi preached morality and religion to the king 
and his people before he returned to the jungle. 
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When he became the king of Avanti, Vikramaditya first of all made plans for public welfare 
and development of art, literature and commerce. He kept no limits on expenditure to 
remove ignorance and poverty of the people. Soon Avanti became a prosperous state. 


One day while King Vikramaditya was in his | | The king welcomed the yogi— 


court, a yogi entered. 
May the king of 
ingsibe victoriousil’ 
i's’ j 


3 Y You are wel- 
come, Yogiraj ! 
Please accept 

y greetings? 

N 

N 
CA 
\ Py) 
Ù 


a 


brought this 
gem-fruit 


4 


> 
GLA 


fay 
E 
5 <S 


aS" 


Kf 


) a 
z sN 


The yogi came everyday at a fixed time, 
presented a fruit and returned. One day when the 
yogi was offering the fruit, a monkey snatched it 
and ran away. 


Hey ! Grab it. 
How did it enter ? 


only heard that 
this yogi lives 
-on the bank of 
river Kshipra 
and practices 
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The yogi explained— 


/ King of kings ! \ 
This is, indeed, 
a gem. As the 
fruit contains 
this gem it 
is called 
gem-fruit. 


When the monkey, perched on a wall and cut the 
fruit, a gem came out and fell before the king. Its 
glitter filled the court. 


Yogiraj! ¥ 
| Why do you 
give this fruit j 


> 


You are all powerful. You 
iW! could help me accomplish 
my goal by becoming my 
assisting practiser. 


So, what fruit 
Fruit begets do you expect from 
fruit. . me ? Tell me how can 
| help you ? 


MA i 
The yogi added— | 
/ O king! When \ 

my mission is 
accomplished | will ~~~ 
gift you the golden- |S 
man | acquire. Like | 

Kuber, the god of 

wealth, you will 

be enormously / — 
i; wealthy. GA 


O greatest, most 
courageous and best 
among men ! | want to 
perform a ritual practice 

to acquire a. golden-man. 

There are obstacles of 
ghosts and demons 
~ in that practice. 4 


r: z NU 
The yogi said— Sire ! On the fourteenth 


j night of this dark half of the month, 
iv 
f 


please put on a clean dress and stand 


{ able to remove all / outside the palace. My black horse will 


problems of my £ 
Sire ! No one on 


spot. Beware, no one should accompany 
you otherwise the ritual could fail. 


is UE, 


as you. With your help 
| will succeed in 


my mission. 


\ v N AN N 
Explaining thus the yogi left. 


In the evening while the king was strolling on 
the roof top, Agni Vetaal appeared. z 
- Sire ! Why did ey In this ritual a 
eg perfect man with thirty 
two virtues has to be 
sacrificed. 
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AFTERTWELVE DAYS 
the dark fortnight. The yogi is preparing for his 


SR aaa 
HANNS Yes, Sire ! That ritual in his hermitage in the jungle. 
(TTT T\\\\W is why he has called Today | will acquire 
EART N you alone. gold power. | will become 
the richest and the most 
Friend ! | am not alone powerful man of the world. 


i Ih 
as long as you are with perils, e 


me like my shadow. 2 ei must be coming... 


o] 
z e 
ae; 


Re mT aT 
ims: 
RYA 


King ! You become 
my assisting practiser. 
| will chant mantras. At 
that time, you protect this 
yagna against attacks 
from ghosts and 
demons. 


T Y 


Yogiraj ! 
What do 
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J Oking! You 
have to remain 
within this protec- 
tive vermilion circle. 
| will chant the 
mantras and you 
should follow my 
instructions. 


King pe 
mantra-charged MA 
sword in your hand Eg ` 
and stand in Aa ; 


attention. 


With the sword in his hand Vikram went to the 
cremation ground. He saw the corpse 
abanyan tree— 


The yogi continued mantra chanting. Vikram stood 
alert with the sword in his hand. The yogi said— 
P King ! The Mahakaa ——————— 

cremation ground is ® OAC OS OS IT 
nearby. A corpse hangs oni 
a banyan tree there. Go andi 
get it. Don’t utter a word 
otherwise the corpse will 


He took the corpse on his shoulder and started back. 
Suddenly the corpse laughed- 


Ha ! Ha’! Ha! 
King ! You claim 
to be very wise. 

Answer my ques- | | 
tions. Only then 
you can take me 
where you want. 
If you know and 
don't answer, your 
head will burst. | 
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The sage came to a village with his disciples. 
The villagers heartily welcomed the sage. Elders, 
youth and children all attended the sage with 


devotion all the timag\are)t yak A 

} RAT Q NA } A b i t e 
a A KA 3 ft 

~ | 


A wi age told his disciples— 


| want to travel 
around and see 
what kind people 


Pleased with the devotion of the villagers, the sage blessed 
the villagers when he leftar <.s— eps ee 


The villagers thoug 


you scatter in all) K 
directions. 


‘With passage of time the village was destroyed 
. and the villagers migrated to different villages to 
earn their living. 


Are you not 
ashamed of 
begging in spite of 
being healthy and 
strong ? Get out 
_ of our village. 7 {¢ 
f pas Lp Oe 


happy here. May 
your village 


oncluding the story the Vetaal within the 
corpse said— What you say 
The blessing by is correct, Vikram ! £ 
The sage blessed the sage was absolutely But you have broken@s 
the good people correct. Wherever they go | | f sil 
with destruction | good people do good to |f “emi ah PoS 
and the bad people others and bad people 
with prosperity. Tell spread evil. That is why it 
me king Vikram ! is right that good people 
eit i y Á scatter to different villages 
“te. and bad people remain 
| confined to one villages 


i at ` 
Pean 
i 


y [P With these words the co 
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kram went to the tree again and carried the! | At last Vikram came to the yogi with the corpse. 
corpse back. Once again the corpse told a story! | The yogi uttered angrily 

and in excitement Vikram replied. The corpse 2 O kina ! 

again returned to the tree. This continued till the ing ! Why are 
25th story when Vikram „remained silent. Agni you so late ? Anyway 
à be ready now. 


O] told you the 25 stories 
T97 to pass time. You are in 
trouble. | will be with you 
but invisible. Be careful. 

The yogi will bluff you 

and try to throw you 
in the fire. 5 


The yogi'sat on the corpse. He.¢ 
tras and offered sacrifice in the fire. Then he 


rr” 
= King ! Now 
go around the 


Now let me 
push him into 


A Tee i 


E re 
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O king ! | am a divine 
golden-man. | am pleased with 

YJ your virtues. Put me safe in your 
treasury. During the day cut me as 
much as you want from my lower # 
limbs. During the night I will grow 

back to normal. Thus you will 
always have an unending 
stock of gold. 


promise to spend all the 
weaith you bless me with 


KH | Es 
Vikramaditya took the golden-man and 
placed it safe in the treasury of Avanti. 
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| convey my greet- 

ings to the brave 

King Vikramaditya, 
the king of 


Every one in the court looked at this stranger with 
iosity. The. king aske: Ae 3 TER Tell me gentleman, 
z g GNG where from do you 
IA ¢ come and what for ? 


/ Sirellama 
globetrotter. 
I came to 
Avanti 
and took this 
opportunity to 
visit your court. 


A 


ŽA 
= SITS 


DISS 


Se, A 
ey PAA WY 
wy 
g ; Ia 
PP. om WL 
= Ren The visitor took out a beautiful picture and placed 
YT Gentleman!This VEREN | eos Yes ! This is the 
world k api HA pia AA EH Rie) | Mh Sa picture of Sukomala, the daughter 
4 E oE D of king Mahipal of 
things. Have you also MEPS SERN Pratishthanapur. Her beauty 
come across something#/ jt : =a) is unparalleled. Besides being 
strange ? Zi) | RSA NE A M See an accomplished artist she has 
N ¢ (ee f many virtues including wisdom, 
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\/ Sire ! She has acura’ 
the memory of past six 
births. That is the 
reason aversion and 
hatred for man have / 


Gentleman ! 
Do you know 
why she has 
so much 
hatred for 


j y 
k Dis ointed with this : 
O king ! She has Has eng his daughter the YK} 
a vice that veils | king has made a house for A 
all her virtues. her in a garden outside $N 
She is a man- ; 
hater. She hates 
mere mention of a 
man. She orders 
murder when 


st 


she sees evena 


shadow of man. 


D ; 
IAS AN AAE 


; And the visitor told everything about 
— | Sukomala in detail. 


The visitor turned into a handsome god. The king 
ot up and bowed before him =A 
got up ore hi Š W ie 
4" $ 5 Va, 

ve 


72. 


The king offered the old man one lac gold 
coins as gift. The old man raised his hand— 


yy AU A — ae 
BAY, | 


iy 


hatis this 7 


Here, O king! 
Please accept 
this gift of 
seventy million 
gold coins 

from me. 


to this 
world ? 


BNET OTS 


ESANI ININ J 
7 ; 


heey, 
thie zs king! Ihadh 


your praise in the 
heavens. I have. 
come to see that |/ 
with my own eyes. 
Hi Please seek some f 


SSR 
l y 
SE 


NAAN 
\ 
\ 


WOES 


-a 


j 
A 
A 


FIIS 
TNU 
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E 
Divine one! S O king ! Beholding N 


There is nothing i the divine is never with- 
that | don’thave, § 


out a boon. Take this 
and I have no divine tabl 
craving for more. ivine tablet. 


W information 
Ù í about princess 

Sukomala 

and how to 


MAVAE A K RG | want al | NT 
<= | 


AART PE VANDEDVAS SE 
WAVAVAV, 


AAYA 


Sire ! In your state there 
are two courtesans named 
Madana and Kaamkeli. 


and dancers. Their sister 
Roopshri lives in 
Pratishthanapur and } 
is the dance teacher {7 
of Sukomala. 4 


This is a disguising 
tablet. Put it in your mouth 
“A and you will be disguised 
as you desire. 
NNA YS 
3 2 5 AE & 


It appears 

at time is ripe 

i for shattering of 
Sukomala’s 


Pratishthanapur. 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 


The five arrived at the outskirts of Pratishthanapur. As 
soon as they came near Sukomala’s garden they heard a 
thundering sound 
Vetaal! What } She is Marjari Devi, 
A the guardian of 

Sukomala’s palace, 

sitting on the roof. 

Now that she has 


{Three days later, one night 
| Vikramaditya, Vetaal, Matribhatt, 
}Madana and Kaamkeli left for 
'Pratishthanapur in fast moving 
| chariots. i RM [ie SE fi A 


any 


should 
now 
disguise 
ourselves. 


SE SE OS 


~~ a 


Wine 


The five women went to Rupashri’s reside Coming to the palace Rupashri informed Sukomala— 


Madana introduced them— Princess ! Five dancers Vad L | 
They are my fast from the court of King i 


F friends Vikrama, Vetaala, ou all are Vikramaditya are my guests 


land Bhatta. Vikrama is an welcome. Please today. They all are experts 
Sexpert dancer and singer take rest. | am me in their fields. 
going to the ? 
princess to give PNV Is it so ? Let 
\dance lessons a me meet 
Nee), them. | would 


and these two are 
expert musicians. qg 


UU La 
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One day Vikrama sang prayers for Shankar, 
Vishnu, Rishabh, Neminath and Parshvanath. 
After the song Rikon? aid— 


Great Vikrama ! Your ; “O princess ! ¥ 
Friend ! Why do you ; 


voice is as beautiful as you Why d 
aat are. From now on you should Are Ae 
90 - y! utter names of males hate man so 


much ? Man is 
the leading 
performer in 


ag live with me. 


| hear names of men | get 
angry. Every part of my 


25 ~ 
Gradually Sukomala and Vikrama became fast 
friends. 


I have acquired the memory of | | Sukomala told the story of her past six births— 

my past six births. In each one 

of them men deceived me and 
caused me pain. There is no 
being more cruel, harsh and 


selfish than man. 


Six births before, | was the wife of a 
merchant named Dhan. Although rich, the. 
merchant was stingy. Once | gave a Damadi 
[a coin of smallest denomination at that time] 
to a beggar. The merchant turned red with 
anger and beat me up. | had fractures and 
bruises all over. The miser neither gave 
me medicine nor food. | died of hunger 
and thirst in extreme pain. 


Please tell me how 
man deceived you. 
Let me also know. 


am FeO) AD > £ 
ATN EZ SAG) 
/ Je AGRON VAN an oe 


In next birth Í became queen 
of a king. He had another queen, 
Kalavati. She always spoke 
against me to the king. At her 
behest the cruel and love-blind 
king tortured me all my life. 


In the fourth birth | became a 
goddess. Even in that birth the god 
| loved always neglected, insulted 


and tortured me. 
OZ ec FX 


A) 
‘ 
ress 


RE In third birth I was a doe in the 


Malayachal forest. There also when 
ea | was pregnant my selfish and cruel 
3 Mate wounded me with his sharp 
As) horns and left me bleeding. 


In the fifth birth | was the wife of a Brahmin. He was 
very sinful and evil. One auspicious day when he 
cooked prohibited food and was about to eat | tried 
to explain him—*My lord ! Think for a moment. It is an 
auspicious day. Please do not commit the great sin 
of eating prohibited food during the night.” In rage he 
held my hair and threw me in fire. - 


In the sixth birth | was a she-parrot. | was nursing two chicks when there was a forest fire. 
| asked my mate—“My lord ! We should at once fly with our chicks to some safe place. 
Each one of us can carry one chick. But the parrot was so cruel and selfish that he 
wounded me with his beak and flew away. | and my two chicks turned to ashes. 
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My mind is set afire the 
WAI moment | look at the face of 
Ny a man. | at once get him cut 
FA to pieces with a sword. 


E 


Sukomala sighed and said— 
TE Aes PUSTEN 


Friend ! In every 
birth man has S83 
deceived me and w 
tortured me. That is the MAK 
reason every pore of my Èy] 
body spits aversion | 
and hatred for ty 
all men. 


\ 


A ` ) < 
aS 
K = 


> 
\ 


(Yo 
NO 
ie 
V 


ij 
nb ey 


O princess ! Indeed, 
man has treated you 
cruelly. The feelings of L 4 
aversion and hatred P™ = 
are natural reactions 
to that. 


Vikrama has become an she avoids 
inseparable friend of | talking to AR 
Sukomala. She gets ; AV \ will stay here 
unhappy if she doesn’t Z for the time 
see Vikrama. __ 


NOX 

Aoy X 

M- ! Now Np i \ WY 
y) N 7E 5 p-a bi j 


A) g 
(ie 5 
Ve Sa 


1 


amd 
4 
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My =a Nigel In the garden at the back of the 
palace there is an ancient temple. There is a large 
courtyard in front of it The courtyard is 
surrounded by Ashoka, Champak and other 
trees. In the moonlit night three Vidyadhars# are 
dancing in the courtyard. The priest sees them 
performing. 


Oh ! It is an 
astonishing seen. 
Vidyadhar gods are 
dancing here. | should 

at once inform 
the kina. 


The priest brought King Shalivahan. The 
Vidyadhars flew into the sky when they saw 
the king. Shalivahan called— 


gods ! Please Ba WN cn A 
stop. Why did you fly RAIM Yima 
away. Please show _ eet 5 
your enchanting 
dance otherwise | 
will kill myself. 


The Vidyadhars came down at the king's call. 


The Vidyadhars performed before the king. The 

king was enchanted at the performance. He said— O king ! | hate 

all women. Hatred 
erupts in-me the 
moment! seea : 
woman. And in 

your court 
everyone will be 
present. 


F 
Mae 


Kindly give such \ 6 King ! We 
performance in dance only in 


my court and > s 
fill everyone Aa Solitude, notin 


with joy. 736 Public. 
ng : 


ia 


# A type of gods that are accomplished artists. 49 
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he king made a public | Tomorrow there is a 


All right, King ! 
Remember your 

Apromise. | wili come 
tomorrow to 


Is that so ? | promise 
ou that there willbe no | 
> woman in my court. iy 


cement. cS sy dance performance by 


What a coincidence. 
| hate men-folk and the 
Vidyadhar hates women- 
folk. Has he been 
tormented by women ? 
| will certainly go and 
see the dance. 


Next day Sukomala in male disguise joined the audience. The court was packed. One 
Vidyadhar started music and the other two danced. The audience clapped. 


Oh ! An astonishing 
perfor 


ON 
A liia DA \ 
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After the performance King Sha O Vidyadhar ! 

the Vidyadhars— r ų embodiment of On what basis you 
deception, cruelty, state that ? Woman 
harshness and all is, in fact, an image 


that is evil. of compassion, love 


and sweetness. 


yo 


e \ 4 
SOB is ire 
A l (asso 


s. 
A E 


Not at all! | have 
the experience of Lets hear 


that was exactly opposite of Sukomala’s story. 
He then added— 


O king ! In all my 
six births women have 
deceived me, behaved 
cruelly with me, and 
caused my death. That 
is why | hate the 
sight of women. 


my last six births //| what is that 


to back what 


On hearing the Vidyadhar’s story Sukomala sitting in male 
disguise uttered with anger. R 
You tell a lie. It was you who killed S 
me in the birth as a merchant. As (OO 
king you exiled me. As Brahmin you 
threw me in fire. And you are that 
deceitful and selfish parrot who 
flew away leaving his mate and 
two chicks to burn alone. © 


(ANNE 
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Sukomala was at a loss to answer this question. 
She said— 
Father ! How do | 
know that ? But ask this 
scoundrel what happened 7 


King! If | am a liar just 
ask her what happened of N 
those two chicks who burnt Av fj 
to death with her...? 4 | 


King ! These two are the y Í| Yes ! It is true. We two 
chicks that were burnt to were burnt alive as parrots 
death with me in that forest fire. in our last birth. We have 
Here also they were born Áli reincarnated as his sons. 
as my sons. q Our mother had flown 
ay away leaving us 
burning alone. 


RTE 
F maay 
— O 


TARZI AT ETSE 


She thought further — 


It is possible that | have ear It is also possible that this 
not recalled incidents from ` person has started hating 
my past birth correctly. If women-folk only because 
that is so, my hatred for N S of my cruel nature. 
men-folk is wrong. | have 
pmmitted a mistake 


| 
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Sukomala was in a disturbed state of mind. She said— 


Amazed Shalivahan asked— 


Dauchter | es, father ! | 
pe abba ale will condone my 
Are you sure ? mistakes by 
Do you really 


marrying him. 
want to marry Doesn't he hate 
this person ? 


women just 


Father ! It was my mistake. {  Whatis this 
Now I would like to marry this \@man-hater Sukomala 
woman-hater, my husband 

of six births. 


ue 
How come this 
sudden 


The Vidyadhar refused for some time but in the 
E end agreed. At an auspicious moment the 
O Vidyadhar ! You have OOOO OE two were married. King Shalivahan said after 
obliged me by making blessing the couple— 
my daughter change her 
attitude. Please marry her 
now and relieve me of 


my worries. 


O divine person ! 
Please stay for 
some time in my 
seven storeyed 


0, sire | Please palace. This will add 


excuse me. 


AQLNI 


=! 


| 


fae 
= 
r 
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After spending some more happy days 


5 Vikram, disguised as a Vidyadhar, 


Sire ! You | Yes, friend ! Now 
have cleverly '\ that this mission is 
accomplished over, | am worried 

your mission by about Avanti. 
transforming Please proceed 
. yourself as a f there soon and take 


` Vidyadhar. Á \\charge of the state. / 
D , ee | will stay here 


Now that Sukomala 

is pregnant, this is 

the right time to go 
to Avanti. 


some more. 


Matribhatt and Vetaal returned to Avanti. | 


A i) hes > 
[One night Vikram went to the back door of the 
palace and wrote aboyt his true identity. 


Vikram thought of a serious excuse and said to 
Sukomala— 


Darling ! It is essential for me to 
go to my place for some time. | 
promise you that very soon | will 

return and take you along. 


| Please com 
Bway back soon. | 
oem will wait for 


When Sukomala ‘J 


reads this verse she 


will know my true 
identity. — 
1S a 


l He then rode his horse nd 
silently left for Avanti. 


ES aval 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA 


child he said— 


Daughter ! This child 
is exactly like his 


VWhen Dev Kumar came and asked his mother, 
she started crying— 
eS ee 


| don’t know for 
what misdeed he has 
punished me. He 
sshattered my pride and 
left. | Know nothing 
about him. 


\ assured, I will 
> search my father. 


Va 


‘ Oh oz : i j 


I, who carry scepter to protect the lan 


R 


In due course Sukomala gave birth to a 
beautiful son. When king Shalivahan saw the 


d, return to my Avanti a 


Gradually Dev Kumar grew. He attended | 
school and mastered all arts. One day a 
friend taunted him— r 


| 


7 You claim to be 7 Yi 
a ivery clever and brave. Os 


lf 
i 7 
Tellme the name of jj Ma 


your father ? A 


One-day while moving around in the palace, Dev 
Kumar came to the back door. By chance he 
looked at the door. 


Oh ! This means \ 
that my father 4 
is the ruler 
of Avanti. 
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[ Dev Kumar came and told everything to his mother. 


the king of Avanti ? 
Let’s go there at 


‘Getting blessings from King Shalivahan and 


Sukomala, Dev Kumar left for Avanti alone. _ s 


cheated you. I will also 
use bluff to meet him. I 

will see that you meet him 
fh, with all due honour. 4 


N : Ai : | Enduring all hardships of the journey” 
BS 
ww ae | he arrived at Avan 


Kaali ! | need 
your help and not 
your body. Just give 
me all information 
about the city and | 
will make you rich. 


will tell you whatever 
you ask me. You may 
make yourself at 
home here. 


| =- woe 
SS M VAVTA AIANEI NTN N VANT, 
AS AADA TNN A 


ge 


At which floor 
does the royal couple 
sleep ? Tell me how to 
reach there ? 


The royal 
couple sleeps at 
the seventh floor. 
The way to the 
palace is through 
the garden. 


KAR 


| from Kaali and started making his 
‘plan. : 


56 


evening, Agni Vetaal came and said 


a 


Sire ! | am going to divine 
islands to attend some 
divine celebrations. 

Please don’t summon 

me for two months. 


After bidding goo i 
bed. 


With his miraculous power he came straight 
to Kaali’s house. When Kaali saw so much 
ornaments she uttered with surprise— 


Oh God ! From where 
you got so many 
ornaments ? 


Silence ! 
These 
ornaments 
belong to queen 
Kalavati. Keep 
them safe. 


Lg 


il 
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When Vikramaditya reached his palace in the 


During the second quarter of night Dev Kumar 
employed his power to turn invisible and entered 
the palace. First he silently paid respect to 


Father ! | am using this 
miraculous power just to 
introduce myself. Please 
pardon me 


Serre 


LOK 


l) 


siit 


ie 


After that he took the queen’s jewel box. 


Theft in the palace ! 
Queen’s jewel box is 
missing. 


Who could be 
such reckless 
thief ? 


Vikramaditya called an emergency meeting of officers— 
This must be some \ \\ 


Wi 1 / 
l \\ Sire ! No matter 
| highly reckless and \\ how reckless the | W Alright, but if you 
guileful thief. He We thief is. rest ca fail to catch the 
challenges the in SEER thief within three 
assured | will ; 
power of the state : PEN days you will get the 
: ! catch him within ; 
by stealing from % EA ibre dave punishment the 
N the palace. „AAN few y>- thief deserves. 


fit 


= 
— 
.4= 


Did you -hear ! The 
chief of the city guards 
has accepted the 
challenge to catch the 
thief within three days. 
Spies are searching 
every street. Be 
careful where you go, 


ey a a 


asd 
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When did you return 


from pilgrimage ? 
Why your voice 
seems to have 


never know what the king 
may do. He could confiscate - 
all your wealth and 
destroy your family. 


Oe ie se Fis 
SE 


~<a 


Nothing that matters. 
Fatigue of a long travel. 
But Mama ! Why do you 

appear so sad and 
dejected. Isn't all 

» Well with you ? 


p 
well. A sword hangs © 
over my head. Three 

days have passed and 

A | have yet to catch the 

thief. In the morning the 
À king will punish me 
instead of the thief. 


OY w!lamon ‘ 
dark of the night guard-duty and can't 
you should hide all ff leave. Please e3 and 
your wealth at a s i 

A _ safe place. 


The chief conveys that 
you should send all your 
wealth to some secret place 
with Shyamal: What happens 
tomorrow is uncertain ? 
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Shyamal brought all the wealth to Kaali’s house. 

AQ Here keep a 
mi this wealth. | am 

taking rest now. 


You should bring 
all news from the 


nthe morning the chief of guards returned home. 


4 During the night Oh God ! 
Something is 


Shyamal took all 
our wealth for safe 
keeping but he is 
yet to return. 


city to me. 


When the chief came out of the house he found 
the sling-pole and Shyamal’s dress lying near the 


Itis noon time but Shyamal 
has not returned. lam 4 
getting nervous. 


EEE OR. aN 2 pia ae 
( \t appears that disguised as 
9( Shyamal, the same cunning 
thief has swindled me too. Oh! 
We have lost everything. 


He is very cunnin 
and courageous, 
not just an ordinary 


punished the police 
chief. The cunning thief 
has eloped with all 
my wealth. 
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This way who ever took the challenge of 

catching the thief was robbed by the thief. No 

one could catch the thief. At last the ministers 

advised the king— 

/ Sire ! The thief is, \/ Such person can- 
indeed, very cunning A not be controlled 

and courageous. He | {Ai | with deceit and 

p 


possesses some ower. We will have 
miraculous power. to employ 


as well. <4 : i 4 
diplomatic skill. 


Dev Kumar said to Kaali— § 


z 
Do you hear, Kaali ? It is 
now your salvation time. Go 
touch the drum and present 


me before the king. 


£ 


Dev Kumar explained the plan to Kaali and sent her. 


On the king’s instructions an announcement was 
made— 


Citizens of Avanti listen 
carefully. A thief is harassing the 
whole city. Whoever catches the 

thief and brings before the king will 
be awarded half the kingdom. 


Kaali went and touched the drum. The soldiers 
presented him before the king. Minister 
Buddhisagar said— 


Misfortune never comes | 
alone. We are already 
deep in infamy for our 

failure to catch the thief, 
and now a courtesan 
could become master 
of half the kingdom... | 


SSNS] 
AN 


Minister ! 5 Ro S 
Compose li 
yourself. Let's o 
first give her a Rox 
ey a 
ered 


(= 


= 
a 


4 
AY 


, In one chariot sat courtesan Kaali with the stolen 

Where is (2 goods and in the other sat Dev Kumar. Large crowds 
e thief ? How WAY AMEN: gathered on streets and houses to see the strange 
3 Pf X` JE thief. When people saw him they uttered— Eass 

2 Sf RITE Ze wre 


will you get 
Is he the thief ? No ! He appears to be 
some prince. It seems that driven by her 
greed for half the kingdom, the courtesan 
has trapped him. 


where the thief 

= is but | need good 

chariots anda 

band to bring 
him here. 


SS oe 5 young man ? Did was not my purpose. 

; i ; LIR He can’t be you commit all these | | only wanted to meet 
King Vikramaditya, “a thief. | feel like acts of theft ? If yes, | you after a display 
the king of kings, hugging him. How | | why ? And now why | of my strength and 


please accept homage lovable, beautiful do you surrender 
from Dev Kumar. and radiant 


lise 


O y 


Z 3 
` 4 AA 
j A 


X arama 
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The king looked at him with surprise. The face of 
Sukomala surfaced in his memory. He asked— 
Do you V Yes, | am Dev Kumar, 
come from son of queen Sukomala and 
Pratishthana- 4 grandson of King Shalivahan. 

| pay my respects to my 


father, King Vikramaditya 
of Avanti. 


Sire ! You are a Vidyadhar 
who knows his past six 
Why did you | births. With your wisdom 
want to meet / YOU converted a man-hater 
woman and married her. It 
should not be difficult for 
you to know a few 
things about me ? _ 


Ú 


() 
TAN = 


i ae 


P eee eA 
LOTAR aN 


Vikramaditya hugged Dev Kumar and made 
him sit on the throne. Tears of joy brimmed 
every eye in the court. Vikramaditya said— 


VF 
the court ! This valorous person is my 
T son from queen Sukomala. Now you 
all know that this son of Vikram excels 
his father in strength, cunning, 
courage and brilliance. 


His father was believed to N 
be a god (dev) that is why he 
was named Dev Kumar. Since 


Hail King Vikramaditya ! 
Hail prince Vikramcharitra ! 


Varatatari “i È & 7 ha 
“ste whee ie 
poi: | 
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After the court the king said— 


Come, meet your No, father ! | have 
mothers in the promised my mother 
palace and have | that! will not eat as long 
09 as | do not meet my 


Vikramaditya sent his ministers ‘and soldiers with 
a 


Son ! Go at 
once and bring 


ments for Queen |K 
Sukomala’s 
reception. 


PIEM i J NVW A a 
ei RF i ANY Pili 


NAAR Beans WY 


T Long 
n Hei aan qir live prince “7 
Testun ws vitameharitra AA aa 


s NUES ` À FO 
RES AR tig A 
Oa Mig) S 


Anna 


NARAN 


Aga they lived happily with Vikramaditya. 


y= 
À A 
pasa fA : C2 hae 5 
Se) AN A-A PA ; d ; G Š 
M AA 
A Z 


With his courage, cleverness and wisdom King Vikramaditya erased the feeling of aversion 
for males from the mind of a woman and brought her back into the mainstream of life. With 
his statesmanship he accomplished the welfare of masses. Prince Vikramcharitra also 
added to the glory of his parents by inheriting the courage and ideals of his father. 


if 
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| ACHARYA SIDDHASEN AND KING MSAA S Under the rule of King Vikramaditya 
the people of Ujjayini were happy and affluent. In that city lived Kumud Chandra, a Brahmin 
scholar of Katyayan clan. He was the son of the state priest Devarshi. Mahapundit [great 
scholar] Kumud Chandra was an alround scholar and expert of astrology and augury. 


On day Mahapundit Kumud Chandra was walking on the street. People approached and paid him their 
respect. Kumud Chandra uttered with pride— @ Poa —_, IAS 


A “SB f 5 
What of Ujjayini? W revered one ! 

Even outside Ujjayini, | Your flag of 

is there anyone who f] victory furis 


can debate with me AFTA overthe 
damh ole earth. de 


y 
x 


SSO 


An elderly pundit stepped ahead an 


ZSD 9 


p WF 
Revered N vowed that if \| =r 
M/ one ! It doesn’t fA 


IZN! Acharya Vriddhavadisuri\ 
-| has no parallel in India 
in the fields of logic and 
debate. If you could 
defeat him... 


fj some scholar 
F= behove you to have defeats me | 


such ego. Stars shine will become 


only as long as his disciple. 
sun doesn't rise. 


if iN = eet him on the way. \ 
- Where is | 4% r—\ | will defeat him before he 
he ? Please reaches Ujjayini. 
tell me. | will die: 
certainly | 
meet him. Z N 


Mahapundit Kumu 
started for Dashpur with his 
disciples. — 


It appears that 
this is Acharya 
Vriddhavadi. 


Qi Vriddhavadi. 


After excelling in 


gi 5 fourteen subjects including 
Oh ! You \ Ys ond | philosophy, logic, debate 
are Acharya \ ,and astrology | have 
| D A\ established the reign of 


wantedto ÆA ets y wisdom on this earth. 
» meet you. Æ iy) a t : Ee 


i 


defeating ; 
you | will be \ X 
called the Ļ 


Oh ! Your aim is to WA Gees ef IE ac 4 


embrace victory. But 
why here in a jungle ? 
If you want to have a No, we will have 
debate, come to the our debate here 
court of Ujjayini. There only. These 
are many scholars there./ \ cowherds will be 
Only scholars can ; 


You say that 
your Tirthankar is 
omniscient. | say 

there can be no 
omniscient in 
this world. 
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udgesa p 


By that time many cowherds taking their cows 
and goats for grazing had gathered there. They 
were listening with sity- Kuri 

said— ee m NNT ee 
O cowherds ! You ¥ Yes ! 
have to be the judges [All Alright ! 
of our debate. Please 


ere 


han 


O pundit ! What 
gibberish is this. For so 
exe? ™\long we have not under- 
wis stood even a word. 
Now stop it. -a 
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e cowherds turned to Vriddhavadigag® |Vriddhavadi smiled and asked the 


cowherds— a 
Children ! Is there 
some omniscient in / Ea; 
your village ? 


But do not EN map 
chatter like í eS) an old Jain 

i rs 4 "a temple where H/S 
yl eo Ky) an omniscient 


sips! irthankar sits. 
$ ` faia : B 


him every E 
day. Its he 


A 
A 


No ! Please tell us old i 
: man. 2a 


All my arguments 
against 
omniscience have 
gone worthless. 


= 
ee 


"a Ca 


ime 


ER. 


SS 
M E~ 
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In dancing posture and gesturing with hands and | |The cowherds clapped— f 


eyes, Vriddhavadi sang— fil 
“toe \e 


reat ! We enjoyed it, old man ! 
What you say is correct. Please 
ecite some mare... 


EE E 
| Alright, now | will 


e who does not 
kill and steal, does not E= 
t1 Sleep with others woman. 
á Zs With his own hands gives | a 
Ke ral charity, In due course A 
hes heaven. ZEA 


SS); 
a e — reac 
ee. 


a") > 7 
= 


tell you what is 
the joy of heaven A 7 


LG 


WA os N 
Vridd N 
common man’s language of that period. The} RY N 
cowherds understood every word. N N 


Vriddhavadi recited another verse— hec 


w f 


Great ! Wonderful ! This \ 
old man is an omniscient. He J i) 
has won. Hey pundit! You => 


and Arani wood in 
hand, butter-milk, a 
pitcher for you, an 
sheep some green 
grass. 

What more than this, 

can be the / 
heavenly bliss ? 


‘ AN 3 
Ny 23 


LIK lost. You win. { 
Kumud Chandra stood looking down. |. 


No ! O scholar ! Please 
don’t be disappointed by 
the decision of these village 
ignorant: Let's go to the 
council of scholars in Ujjayini 
and debate. Victory and defeat 
wil be judged there only, 


After this Kumud SELLE approe 
Vriddhavadi— IY Atk. Li j 


He who knows 
the social code 
is, indeed, an 
omniscient. | 
accept my 
defeat. 


According to my 
vow | am now your Lig 
disciple. You are 
my guru. 4 


Or Bare ce 
a? 


important role in the 
spread of Jain order. 


aL 


fe Oe ™ 


ra 
O scholar ! Any Wk: We y Fee 
guru willbe happy \ SS AP 
to have a gem of a Za od 

LZ Siisciple like you. 
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On coming to Ujjayini Acharyashri initi Once he studied Jain ascetic-code thoroughly the 
Jay g eee oh leah him the status of Acharya and 
3 y ai 


Son ! Spread the 

light of your knowl- 
edge all around. 

Spread the Jain 


i | A | 
IASA Since this Ņ 
E re R 
\ be called Muni Noe 
4 À 3 


Any 7 


Ay x 
\ 


g 
phy, logic, astrology, augury and other subjects 
soon Muni Siddhasen became famous as 
Sarvajnaputra [son of the omniscient]. 


One morning there was a lot of activity on street crossings in Ujjayini. Thousands of well dressed 
people were going towards the garden o a 


72 
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pre aiacisin The king silently paid homage Mia 
Acharya Siddhasen |` AAN 
Sarvajnaputra is arriv- | HEN 

ing in Ujjayini. This is] NAV Sarvajnapurra. 
his procession. < Vi Does he know 
what goes on in 

Y someone's mind ? 


N me test. 


| When he came near, the Acharya 
raised his hand in blessing and 
saidloudly— =- - as 


The king at once got down from O king ! 
the elephant, paid homage to|| Other gurus Wealth, good 
the ascetic and asked— give blessings | fortune and happ 
; +] for wealth, state ness all are fruits 
Ő king In and othersuch | ofthe wish fulfilling 
O sage ! things. Why did tree of religion. If 
Who did you your thoughts you say—may the roots are 


you paid you avail watered fruits will 
homage to me. My} | \fligiosity 2 grow naturally. 
blessings were in | 


response to that. 
i F 


bless even 
without his 


paying you 


” To felicitate * 
yy your arrival in 
Ujjayini | submit 
a gift of ten million 
gold coins at 


your feet. | 


Shramans 
completely 
renounce all 
mundane 
things including 
wealth. What 
we expect is 
devotion not- 
wealth. 


| From Ujjayini Acharya Siddhasen proceeded to 
Chitrakoot. When he saw an ancient pillar in a 
hall, he said— 


This is 
a strange 
pillar ? 


ej 
is 
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iO king: ! 
e Nirgranth 


Vikramaditya was 


highly impressed at the 
ANS 
7 /Nour detachment 
is exceptional. 
Please use this 


rel 


Acharyashri was an expert of mantra and tantra. 
He made a special powder and applied it on the 
pillar with chanting of some mantra. 


A 
TR ee 


De DEAT 
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He chanted the mantra again and there was a 
manuscript in his hands: 


He then meditated for some time and proce 

leaves of the book. But the book had disappeared. He looked 
up in surprise and heard the pronouncement of the guardian 
deity— d 


O ascetic ! 

Realizing that 

={ indiscriminate use 
of this book could be 

harmful, | made the 
book disappear. A 


But Acharyashri had gained the knowledge of the two 
said subjects during the little time he got with the book. 


# A specific magical power. 75 


Acharyashri sat in solitude and started reading 
the S manuscript, ese 


Di LS 


Whatever happened 

is for the good. Such 

knowledge could be 
misused in future. 
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The fame of Acharya Siddhasen reached far and 
wide due to these miraculous powers. Thousands 
of people followed him wherever he went. One 
day he arrived in Kurmar city in Bengal. The ruler 
of the city came to pay him homage— 


The radiant face and commanding speech of 
Acharyashri made the king his devotee. One day 
King Devpal came to Acharyashri. Finding him 
sad, Acharyashri asked—_=— = 
— Gurudev ! The army 


7 Dy va a of King Vijaya.Varma 
EL BESSON 4 i 
h > TA My pomage, Jet ian O king ! of Renin has 
5 f Acharyashri! The dalé l 14 | Whatworries surrounded our city. 
a city ae \ aes you today ? S A 


| NG 
he fs N | 
ila CaA 3 
| Ni 
B DENY 


During the night Acharyashri placed a plate full 


aa i 
© king ! Kshattiyas But, Gurudev ! We of sesame seeds and chanted mantras of 


are never afraid of a have very limited 
army and resource 


O king ! Don’t 
worry. My devotee 
can never be 
defeated. 
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All the sesame seeds in the plate turned to | | When Vijaya Varma saw thousands of soldiers 
joining the opposing army he got nervous. H 
asked his commander— gpI 


soldiers on horse back. Acharyashri instructed— 


Sonli et will not be able 
Y ave su 
appeared 7'lt to face this attack. 
De It is advisable to ` 


WoA King Devpal’s 
Night kingdom. 41 


2 | b 


SPEL A a > 
The soldiers at once rode towards the battle field. 


Once again Acharyashri solved 
the problem of his devotee by 
giving large quantity of gold 
made through his Svarna siddhi 


„Gurudev ! 
This would require 
a lot of money. The 

treasury of the state 

is already in a poor 


In the morning Devpal came and paid 
homage to Acharyashtii=>—— 


Gurudev ! 


You have state due to war. Take it 
favoured me by and make all 
performing a necessary 
miracle. arrangements 

i or the security 


of your 


AEE 


AVES SARANEN V SEREM GIESSNER EN 


Expressing his gratitude for the favour, 
Devpal said— : 
VAAT v J darkness of fear 
Nea and poverty of the 
€ kingdom. You are, 
indeed, Divakar 


Se 
SN 
la 


Acharya Vriddhavadi was in Malav those days. 
One morning when he was returning after the 


hones Gurudev ! 
y. y We come from 
Dharmalaabh ! Kurmar city. Your 
Gentlemen ! disciple Acharya 
Siddhasen 
is there. 


When the king conferred the title of Divakar - 
on Acharya Siddhasen the ministers hailed 


ary to X 
Gurudev 
Siddhasen 
Divakar. 


VTE z 


popular as 


Is everything SA 
alright ? Why you 


to you for a 
look worried ? 


Se \ solution to our 


3 problem. 
pa. : 
Ne Dois 
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ges Gurudev ! With his -A wes 
m O miraculous powers Acharya 7 ; yx 
Me} Siddhasen has made King Gurudev ! Now there 
» | Devavarma his disciple. Now 
he goes to the king's court riding 


is no question of proper 
an elephant or a palanquin and a orimproper Whathe poaa 


enjoys all other woridly com- is all proper. Who cares for 
forts. He is busy throughout inf 
What is the \\ Political discussions. Even j 


erea 
paying him homage has /@ | i ; 
become difficult for us A Is not : 


Acharyash 


They all came to the Upashraya. The Shravaks put forth 
their concerns and said- Neglect of the ascetic code 


Gentlemen ! 
We will go 
to the nearby 
Upashraya# 


Everything 
will be 


sat alone and 
After the Shravaks left, Ac 


go to correct 
ascetic 


ae N 3 ip 


# Staying place for Jain ascetics. 


Wandering from one village to another Acharyashri came to 
Kurmar city disguised as a Brahmin. He saw Acharya 
Siddhasen surrounded by hundreds of people.on his way to 
the court. Acharyashri approached him and said— 


Pe a 


Kii: li 
| am going away 
alone for some time. The 

responsibility of the 
Sangh“ rests with you- 


I 


Frnt 


A Brahmin pays N 
homage to Divakar 
Siddhasen, the best 


| i. 2 A 


= y 


Respected > 
: Brahmin! You 
will find answers 
«of all your 
questions with 
Sarvajna- 


Oh! Who are 
you who uses 
such, sweet and 
beautiful 


ey 5. pt 

l have come; 
from distant ` 

lands with this 
hope only. ” 


# Religious organization. 
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The old Brahmin recited a verse— \ 
a 


“NSS 
Why pluck buds ? Why. 
destroy garden ? Offer | 
flowers to unblemished, (|) 
\ why wander in jungle 2#/ 


| could not 
understand the 
meaning of this verse. 
Please explain. 


Lost in his thoughts, Siddhasen was suddenly 
alarmed. He looked atthe old man carefully =~ 
Even | do not 
understand the 
meaning of this verse. 
Who is this 
scholar ? 


Only my guru is 
such a scholar. Isn’t 


# This human life is a creeper with delicate flowers. Why destroy it by plucking buds of mundane comforts ? Over 


indulgence in the mundane destroys the spiritual garden. Offer the flowers of virtues to the unblemished Jina, why 
wander inthe iungle of rebirths ? 
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Siddhasen recognized his guru. He at once got | | Siddhasen touched the feet of his guru and sought 7 
down from the palanquin, joined his palms and | [gg Wie aA Vice 
at the feet of his guru—_. 
ARRAY Son! What RN pin Q5 
A Al is all this | see.| / Gurudev ! You 
Pardonme¥ Is it the conduct / @ I\\ have awaken me. 
Gurudev! | of a Jain ascetic.| ⁄ N | had becôme - 
Forgive #f pi D A A intoxicated with state / 
| me for my A spread of religion N \ honour and regal / 
mistake. wittt this in | comforts. 


Siddhasen came to the Upashraya with his guru. | | "he words of the guru hit-him like lightening. 
When he asked the meaning of the verse the | | The guru prescribed an atonement. Siddhasen 


5 ~ 
/ Son!tamgoing \ 
back to Malav with 
faith in your assurance. 
i l Continue your mission 
are eating unripe ig of spreading the 
fruits of the tree} IF = ; Jain order. 
of religion. 5 
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|Acharyashri Siddhasen is giving a discourse on scriptures 
in the large Upashraya in Pratishthanapur. In the large 
gathering four scholar Brahmins are also Sitting. 


After the discourse the Brahmin 
scholars said— : 2 Re La Fe Er 


This is the 
language of Jain 
` Why a great Agams (scriptures). 
scholar like you The preaching of 
speaks in Prakrit, }Bhagavan Mahavir] 
the language of ‘is Ardha Magadhiff 
>, Villagers 2-4‘ Prakrit alonew 


= 
Ge 
We 


SS 
WV i 2 


Acharyashri convincingly answered 
the scholars but later he thought— 


“This is the age of 
Sanskrit. Prakrit is known 
as the language of women 

and villagers. In order to 
explain Jain philosophy to 
scholars, all the Agams 
hould be in Sanskrit. 
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I will 
(translate all Agams 
_ in Sanskrit. 


SL 
And he immediately translated 
Namokar Mantra in Sanskrit. 


Gurudev became serious and looked at|’ 
Siddhasen— 


is the language of 
villagers. Sanskrit 
is the language of 
scholars. Therefore 
| want to translate 
all scriptures 

in Sanskrit. 


Acharya Vriddhavadi said harshly— 


How dare you do 
that ? How such evil idea 
came into your mind ? 


Do you think that 
/ Tirthankar Bhagavan did not 
know Sanskrit ? Were Gautam 
and other Ganadhars* not 
scholars of Sanskrit... ? Are you 
a greater scholar than them 2? 


# Principal disciples of Bhagavan Mahavir. 84 
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Ashamed Siddhasen looked down. 


How dare you 
show disrespect 
and disregard to 
the omniscient 
Vitarag ? 


Siddhasen looked agape at Acharyashri- 
Do you know why the 
omniscient Tirthankars 
gave their sermons in 
Ardha Magadhi, vir 


Siddhasen, with joined You have 
Ims— committed a 
pa ‘ grave mistake by l ie The atonement for 
; ) showing disrespect ams this grave crime will 
Gurudev 1I to omniscient pecs sss be prescribed for you 
ave committe Jirthankars. s before the Sangh. 


NY) E 
S mistake is that you should leave, 
the ascetic garb and practice 
harsh austerities for twelve 
years secretly. You should 
reveal your identity only after, 


After accepting this order Siaahasen left the city and, 
disguised as an Avadhoot, started his secret austerities. 
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The Mahakaal temple of Ujjayini: In the temple an Avadhoot is lying with his feet towards the Shiva 
Linga. When the priest saw this he came to the Avadhoot and tried to wake him up= 
Hey Baba ! = 


A What is this? =A 
ns 5 
Hey Baba ! Who ) cleans thi | 
| i) 


are you ? Why do 
you lie with your feet 


f 


a CCC 


Even after shouting many times the Avadhoot Some people 
did not get up. The priest called the head priest, Ry Pie" alata 
who came along with eight-ten people— 9) words. Hold him 

j by his feet and > 
„drag him out, Am 


eS 


This way you g) 
are insulting the 
deity. Please 


our five persons.tried again. Even their“ 
combined strength could not move the Avadhoot 
even an inch. : 


[wo persons caught his feet and tried to 


Use all your 
strength, drag 
him and throw 


Pa Revered : 
Hey ! His be an Aghori 


him out. one ! We are 
leg is very sweating oe Go 
heavy. | but fail to ANEO 


can't even AA 
move it. È 


pe NCTA 
PN Tas 
HOA N A | 


The guards returned to the temple and started 
: whipping the Avadhoot who turned to show his 
Sire ! Some Aghori 
3aba is sleeping with his 
eet in the direction of the 
mage of Mahakaaleshvar. 
In spite of all efforts he 4 
is not getting up. § 


~~ Dont want to get 


cunning impostor ? 
up.? Alright! 
Rn d 


Wake him up by 
whipping. Arrest 
him and present 


4 
A 
<A 


oe. 


Ap | hop EP ain 


€ j| even on continuous whipping. 
ww 


# Shaivite mendicants having evil magical powers. . 87 


EMPEROR VIKRAMADITYA : 
All of a sudden loud wailing and moaning | [The maids were alarmed. They| ss 

sounded from King Vikramaditya’s palace..{ | rushed to the king and informed— i 
The. queen shouted— 7 ` Sire ! There are red 
Sret TOe bruises on the queens 

palace is filled with i ; q 

sounds of wailing and_\\ Skin. We don’t know who 
moaning. Some evil is this invisible ghost. 
ghost or magician 
is lashing the 
à queen’s back. 


Oh ! Some one is 
beating me. Lashing 
my back with a whip. 


There is 


Vikramaditya scratched 
his head and thought over 


Isn’tit a "| Y == 
spell by that N 


T Stop it! W) 
is pt Wait! Don’t hit & SnG 
O oa 


— 
CANN 
a ve ANDS 
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q |The king joined his palm and paid 
Pe SAV De |S) Ca aA ATA 
os ( 


Ñ 
N 


è O sage ! Whoever S—=4-aXh 
NY DANY E 

be a el ZON you are, please Wass 
plished yogi z 
ag as 


introduce yourself. Why 


The Avadhoot opened his eyes 


and looked at the. king: 


BNO [ZY for Bhagavan Mahakaal [TATATATA 
aa begets all bliss of heaven ; 
and liberation. His insult 


Hearing these words 


 p$. GFP Pe OR Rac ane OO, P] 
AANA O king! ss SS a 
the Avadhoot gotup= L7 O king! The bliss “SA l 


RA of heaven and liberation EDS E 
lg is not given by some 
te M god or great god. Man 
© 
ff Y * attains it with his 
W, ÆA on endeavour. 


i 


Et 
= 


we 
Mi 
k 
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O great Yogi ! | only | yA 2 
know that devotion for 2m da 5 ¥ V LO A 
Bhagavan Shiva begets ef Ney: aye ; ANAND D 
g g SS ae adi AD: } = p q areh 
) NDJE o A 
j 


to tell me: 


\ N- A 

O king ! You TRS 
want to know 

more, here itis... 


PN Ore 
Gm 


The Avadhoot started reciting a panegyric in 
$ loud voice= 
ry 


yaara tay 
2- 


Nl) 


} 
Bay) T 


A pea ON fs 
Ie eo 
ae a 


Tanaan 
(| a. | 
Slowly smoke came out from Oh ! Suddenly the 
Shiva Linga Ny z Shiva Linga is giving 
” AN i out smoke. 5 
/ i A x 


=O GA ll 
e 
ZAAN‘ AE ~ AIVI T TAS ET NL 
Lo a 


> 


Ò 


P 
J 


AN 


=À AAA 
TA 2 
€i ; 
X aa 
nA @ 
= 


Boot 
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looked agape. The king also 


LZ LZ, LA 


Both Shiva and Parshva 
are symbols of beatitude. 


fondness and is £ 
2. detached is worth £ 


Acharya Siddhasen introduced himself. 
Overwhelmed with devotion Vikramaditya 
bowed at his feet.-— 


O great yogi ! 
Please give your 
introduction. Why did 
you perform this 
miracle ? 


O king ! Understand 
the true form of the 
detached omniscient 
and worship him. That 
is the path to Shiva 


\ (beatitude). 
GR BAAN 
ke | MISII] 
<a 
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Acharyashri’s preaching made King Vikramaditya 
tilt towards Jainism and he started respecting 
Jain Shramans. He gave a position of honour to 
Acharya Siddhasen in his council of scholars. 


AN 
ny 


SE 


The Acharya then added— — aN 
ay X i O king ! You are the 
embodiment of religion and 
is X morality. You should under- 
\ stand that the fundamentals 
ķ\ of all religions are same. True 
A religiosity is to seek unity and 
assimilation, not division and 


At that time Acharya Vriddhavadi was stationed 
at Bhrigukachha. One day prominent members 
of the Sangh came and _inform 

Acharya Siddhasen J 


is capable of taking over 
Gurudev ! You have the Sangh management 


become very weak due to but five years still 
old age. Have you thought remain in his allotted 
jabout the future manage- glonernent perioc 
A ment of the Sangh ? 


lam also on 
the same track. 
Now we should invite 
Siddhasen with 


due honour. nua 


\ Pag 


services towards 
the spread of the 
Jain order, can’t 
his atonement 
period be 
reduced ? 


ue 


A | \ i hg we E 
It is said that the panegyric Acharya Siddhasen recited became popularly known as Kalyan Mandir 
Stotra. The image of Parshvanath emerged from Shiva Linga at the conclusion of eleventh verse of 
this Stotra. That image is presently installed as Avanti Parshvanath in the Jain temple in Ujjayini. This 


incident informs about the unity and uniformity of Shiva and Parshvanath and inspires towards unity 
- in diversity. ; 
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requested Siddhasen—= 
Gurudev and 
the Sangh are happy 
with your contribution 
towards spread of the 
order. The Sangh is 
very grateful to you 


What 

instructions 

Gurudev sends 
for me ? 


Acharya of the Sangh with due ceremony on an 
auspicious day. King Vikramaditya attended this 
ceremony and honoured Acharyashri with the 
shawl of honour. 


om 
7 r Acharyashri 
we are indebted to 
you for bringing 
the river of religion 
to Ujjayini. 


On getting permission from guru Vriddhavadi, 
the prominent Shravaks went to Ujjayini and 


Acharya Siddhasen was re-installed as the | 


the path of religion is) 
the greatest service © 


You should again 
grace the position of 
the Acharya of the 

Sangh. This is the 

wish of Gurudev 
and the Sangh. 


It is my duty to 
accept the order | 
of Gurudev and 

the advise of A 


Bhrigukachha to see his guru. On the way 
he got the sad NEWS. Ae aie OP. 


Acharyashri ! 
Gurudev has left 
for his heavenly/ 


not even get the 
\ last glimpse of 


ddhasen reached Bhrigukachha. The 


D arya z 5 
whole Sangh warmly greeted him. King 
Dhananjaya of Bhrigukachha came to receive 


ai A ) Å) x 
With passage ot tfme King Dhananjaya became 
his devotee and Acharyashri showed him the 
path of devotion for the Jina. 


He then took the ultimate vow (S 
embraced meditational death. 
Ng IAR 


N 


o 


ter some time Acharyashri came to. 
Pratishthanapur. By now he was also quite | 
old. One day he had a premonition during his 
meditation. He summoned his disciples and said | 
pointing at a senior and able disciple— 
/ Son! 1 don’t have long 
to live. You should protect 


the mission of spread of Jain 
order. | will now work for 
Spiritual purification 


. “a 
z DA É) 
y REIA vi 
RNS 


ie 
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Some days later a bard from Pratishthanapur 

came to Vishaala city. There he met Sadhvi 

Siddhashri, the sister of Acharya Siddhasen. 
i(female asceti 


At present fire-flies of 
other schools are twinkling 


n A ; l south of here. Be 
and his ( b r 5 \/ 4 ates ip RF 
f CWS ad APAY © iaon e E OE EE 


disciples ? 


S 


Why ? 
Has the sun 
= 4 (Divakar) that 
is Siddhasen 


Tears started flowing from the On getting the news Sadhvi Siddhashri also took 
bard's eyes. 7 the ultimate vow and embraced meditational 
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but also the 
spiritual 
attainments. 
True religion 
is to lead life 


like a yogi 


2S È 


He then handed over his kingdom to his valourous 
son Vikramcharitra. De N 


During his life time King Vikramaditya 
started many charitable institutions, 
organized many groups pilgrimages 
and helped the spread of Jain order 

-many other ways. He attained 
immortality in the history of mankind 
through his bravery, valour, self- 
confidence, statesmanship and many 
other virtues. In the fiftieth year of his 
life he ended the Shaka rule from 
India and got the title ‘Shakari’. In 
memory of that victory he also started 
the Vikram calendar. 


THE END) 


Source books : Jain Dharma Ke Prabhavak Acharya by Sadhvi Sanghamitra, 
pp. 356-373; Prabhavak Charitra and Prabandh Kosha. 
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AJIVA GUNA PRAMAAN ) 


(1) Varna Guna Pramaan (Standard of Validation by 
Appearance or Colour-attributes)—Information acquired 
through eyes—the five colour attributes black, blue, red, 
yellow and white. 


LZ 
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(2) Gandh Guna Pramaan Standard of Validation by Smell- 
attributes)—Information acquired through nose—good smell 
and bad smell attributes. 


(3) Rasa Guna Pramaan (Standard of Validation by Taste- 
attributes)—Information acquired through tongue—the five 
taste attributes—bitter, pungent, astringent, sour and sweet. 


(4) Sparsh Guna Pramaan (Standard of Validation by Touch- NG ; 
attributes)—Information acquired through body—the eight N > 
attributes of touch—abrasive or hard, soft, heavy, light, cold, Ñ 
hot, smooth and coarse or dry. i 


(5) Samsthan Guna Pramaan (Standard of Validation by 
Structure-attributes)—Five kinds including Parimandal 
Samsthan Guna Pramaan (circular-plate structure). 


— Aphorisms 429-434, pp. 270-273 
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(See Details Overleaf) 


Picture taken from Illsutrated Anuyog-dvar Sutra, Editor: Shri Amar Muni 


